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Abstract (Basic): EP 823250 A 

An emulsion (E) for hair treatment comprises a formulation (I) 
which is a water-in-oil emulsion and contains the main agent (A) in the 
water phase, and a formulation (II) which, when mixed with (I), causes 
phase inversion into an oil-in-water emulsion or causes demulsif ication 
of (I). Hair is treated by mixing (I) with (II) and applying the 
mixture to the hair. 

Preferably (I) contains an oil-soluble polymer in the oil phase 
(cellulose ether (s), e.g. ethyl cellulose), and/or a polar oil (a 
normally liquid higher alcohol or ester, e.g. isostearyl alcohol). (I) 
may further contain a water-soluble polymer (carboxymethy I cellulose, 
hydroxyethyl cellulose, hydroxypropy I cellulose, cationised eel lulose). 
(E) is especially a hair dye in which (I) contains an oxidation dye in 
the water phase, and ethyl cellulose and isostearyl alcohol in the oil 
phase. An oxidation hair dye may contain an oxidation dye in (I) and an 
oxidising agent in (II), with isostearyl alcohol in (I) and/or (II). 
USE - Used as hair dye, hair bleach, permanent wave agent or 
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depi latory. 

ADVANTAGE - The stability of (A) is enhanced because its exposure 
to the air is reduced while in (I). On mixing with (II), the product 
has adequate viscosity to prevent dripping from the hair, and superior 
hair dyeing capability. Addition of isostearyl alcohol enhances the 
hair dyeing effect. 
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